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In June, 2012 the nothogenus x Wittmea ( Wittrockia x Aechmea ) was first recorded in the BSI’s Bromeliad Cultivar Register under ICN Rules ( Melbourne Code 2011). Its breeder is Chester Skotak of Dura Flor nursery in Palmares, Costa Rica who created this cross in 2006. The cultivar was registered by  Eloise Beach of Apopka, Florida who also coined this new bigeneric genus name x Wittmea. 





Seed parent: Wittrockia gigantea (Baker) Leme: Canistrum--Bromeliads of the Atlantic Forest. pp.70-72. 1997.(formerly Canistrum giganteum). 





Pollen parent:  hybrid of: Aechmea biflora x Aechmea nidularioides. 


Aechmea biflora  (L. B. Smith) L. B. Smith & M. A. Spencer: Phytologia 72. pp.96-98. 1992. (formerly Streptocalyx biflorus)


 Aechmea nidularioides  L. B. Smith : Phytologia 4:356, pl.1, figs.7-11. 1953. 





Photographs shown here are all by Eloise Beach, who named this hybrid x Wittmea ‘Twilight Zone’, as grown in both Florida and Costa Rica (Figure 1).  
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